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this arrangement would continue only so long as Britain remained
responsible for the territory.1
Before the First World War the Russian Church sent repeated
missions to Ethiopia to induce union between the two churches.2
Since the recent war Russia has established diplomatic relations
with Ethiopia. The Russian propaganda-machine denounced
the British proposal in 1946 for a united Somaliland, and in Janu-
ary 1948 the Italian Communist paper Unita accused the British
government of responsibility for the deaths which had recently
occurred at Mogadishu in a clash between Italian colonists and
the Young Somali League, provoked by the former.3
The governments of the Arab states have shown concern at
Russian post-war policy in the Middle East in proportions varying
with their proximity to the U.S.S.R., their antipathy to Com-
munism, and their personal ambitions and standing in the complex
internal politics of the Arab League. Iraq has been the Arab coun-
try most exposed to the Russian activities of the past three years,
and it was therefore natural that the names of Nuri as-Sa'id, Iraq's
elder statesman and the ablest judge of foreign politics in the Arab
world, and of King Abdullah of Transjordan should have been
connected with a plan to bring Turkey and the Arab League into a
defensive alliance, which wrould also include Persia, and Afghani-
stan, who with Turkey and Iraq were signatories of the 1937 Saad-
abad Pact of mutual assistance.4 The visits of Nuri and Abdullah
to Turkey have established in treaty-form an entente between
Turkey and Iraq and Transjordan, significantly the most pro-
British of the Arab states; but the factors militating against the
Arab League as a whole entering into closer association with
Turkey are numerous. Syrian politicians still hope to recover the
lost sanjaq of Alexandretta (the Hatay), while the Turks insist that
they should acknowledge its cession to Turkey as final; Ibn Sa'ud
and Faruq are both jealous and suspicious of the Hashimite dynasty,
while King Abdullah's open effort to succeed his brother Faisal as
king of a Greater Syria has been supported by a body of malcon-
tents in Syria, but is actively opposed by the rulers of Syria,
1 Times diplomatic correspondent, 31 January 1948.
2 J. Richter, History of Protestant Missions in the Near East, 57.
3 Times diplomatic correspondent, 28 January.
* This Pact was occasioned by the challenge to the status quo in the Levant
and Middle East presented by the rise of Italy as an aggressive naval and
military power. (Survey of International Affairs, 1936, 201 ff,) Subsequent
attempts to read into it an anti-British or anti-Russian orientation are gratuitous.